, DOOR. 
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Major Pedrick House (1756), Marblehead, Mass. 


FOREWORD 


A a symbol of hospitable New England, nothing is more fitting than a gracious Colonial 
doorway. The essence of the New England way of living is expressed in these welcoming 
portals, whose smiling countenances shine upon friend and stranger alike. Their subtle pro- 
portions and delicate detail are close at hand to delight the traveler and to inspire the architect. 

The doorway and the fireplace were focal points of interest in the early houses, points where 
the builder might forget stern necessity for a moment and indulge in his distinétive desire for 
ornament. In some hands such an urge might be a dangerous thing, but the early Yankee 
builder was a skilled craftsman, and a designer of taste and originality. Doorways and fireplaces 
have become eloquent, if wordless, commentators on New England’s history from the pioneer 
days to the peak of clipper-ship prosperity. In keeping with the spirit of the times they fol- 
lowed the path from simple necessity to restrained architectural form, then to carved elabora- 
tion and finally to downright ostentation. 

The firs New England doorways were little more than rough boards, studded with hand- 
wrought nails and framed with plain wooden trim. In the transition that followed, panels ap- 
peared in the door and simple mouldings on the casing. A timid cornice and useful transom 
lights followed. The urge for decoration brought pilasters to frame the door opening and the 
New England carpenters, with good English books as models, developed this motif with en- 
thusiasm. They crowned their pilasters with flat cornices, then with pediments which, in turn, 
took on rounded and broken forms, very much in the Jacobean tradition. The pediment often 


grew into an enclosed portico. The door became wider, and often double leafed. As the Geor- 
gian influence began to be felt, the open portico, supported by columns, came into favor and 
the era of elaboration was at hand. Leaded fanlights supplanted the simple transom. Finely 
chiselled detail lent new grace and sparkle to the cornices. The work of New England’s two 
great architects, Bulfinch and McIntire, crowned this period of good taste and fine craftsman- 
ship. The early 19th century saw the New England doorway pass its peak and slither down the 

. abyss of bad taste, with the help of the scroll saw and the turning lathe. Only in recent years 
has it recovered from the nightmare. 

Such is the thumb-nail architectural history of the subjeét which these photographs set out 
to amplify. Each picture has been selected because it seemed to tell a fragment of this story. 
The collection as a whole represents the harvest of a good many doorway hunting expeditions, 
besides innumerable incidental captures made while motoring over New England’s highways. 
If Statistics on the subject could have been kept they might have been eloquent. For example, 
how many doorways have been glanced at and appraised from the car window without putting 
on the brakes? How many tempted this peering photographer to slow down, and how many 
forced him to stop. And of the latter, how many justified unpacking the camera. Finally, from 
the fat sheaf of photographs, how many were disqualified in making the final selections for this 
little book. These never-compiled figures might have been impressive, but lacking them the 
writer can only assert, with a rueful glancevat the tire and gasoline memorandum, that this col- 
lection entailed a lot of traveling. Not that this book claims to be all-inclusive and compre- 
hensive. The writer sighs to think of the number of fine New England doorways, original and 
creative examples, which he has never seen. Future travels, and perhaps future editions of this 
volume may provide added pages to demonstrate the endless ingenuity of the Yankee builder. 

A problem arises -— how to classify these doorways. Should they be divided by period, by 
location or by type? Arrangement by period would reveal a gap in the 17th century doorways, 
few of which exist in unrestored form, and would entail guesswork regarding undated houses. 
Classification by location would be spotty. Salem, Portsmouth, Providence, Nantucket, Cam- 
bridge, Farmington and the Windsors in Connecticut, Beacon Hill in Boston and Old Deer- 
field would walk off with the lion’s share of space. Grouping by type, regardless of date or lo- 
cale, seems to result in the most interesting sequence, and this classification has been followed. 
Nothing as individual as a New England doorway will conform entirely to type, however. 

_ Many refuse to be pigeon-holed. The aim of these pages, therefore, is to make a loose rather 
than an arbitrary assemblage. 

The grouping which results first traces the growth of the simple flat corniced doorway and 
then the portico of the same type. This is followed by the pediment, its transition into rounded 
and then broken pediment form, and later into the closed portico. After the recessed doorway 
and the rounded porch type, most of the remaining examples group themselves under the 
semi-elliptical and semi-circular forms which greatly influenced the Georgian architecture of 
New England. 

It is hoped that this sequence will bring out the heart-warming story of old doorways, and 
thus fulfill this book’s ambition, which is to serve as a small tribute to the restraint, the skill, 
the inventiveness and the instinctive good taste of New England's early architects and wood 
workers. They have established a noble tradition. 
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The most elemental form of New England doorway, springing from the severe, unadorned por- 
tals of the 17th century, is the flat cornice type. Pilasters usually frame the door and support an 
entablature freely interpreted according to the creative fantasy of the woodcarver. That extra- 
ordinary grace and freedom were thus obtained is proven by this example in Marblehead, Mass. 


Old Ironworks House, Saugus, Mass. A picture of two very early Colonial doorways, nail- 
Studded and framed with plain casings, is provided by this celebrated old house, dating from 
1643 and recently restored. Surviving doorways from this period are virtually non-existent. 
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One of the chills of Sepexay hunting is to Stumble upon an itnheralded treasure by the road- 
side. Such a one is this modest entrance to an old unpainted house in Ipswich, Mass. There is 
a subtlety to its proportions, a creative grace in its detail, which gives it decided character. The 


carving in the pilaster necking is highly original. 


The ‘‘Corner House” (1792) provides the crossroads of the lovely old town of Litchfield, 
Conn. with two handsomely carved doorways, one of which is shown below. 
(below right) Shutters protect this high-transomed example in Nantucket, dating from 1758. 
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The “Old Ordinary’ (1650) in Hingham, Mass. was one of the earliest stagecoach taverns along 
the New England highways. Its pilastered doorway with “ bull’s eye” glass is obviously of later 
date. ( lower right) Christmas atmosphere bedecks an elongated portal in Salem. 


re 


Duxbury, Mass. is one of those fortunate towns richly endowed with fine doorways. This sunny 


example, silhouetted against the dove grey of weathered shingles, is strongly Cape Coddish in 
feeling, with small transom lights and light-catching cornice detail. 
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Another treasury of old doorways is Deerfield, Mass., now one of New England’s most idyl 
villages, though its past is clouded with hardships and Indian massacres, Its elm-shaded Streets 


is. 


A detail of the Frary House in Deerfield reveals superb 24-paned windows and a richly carved 
side door. Like many Deerfield houses, it has been left unpainted, until its clapboards assume 


a delicious warm brown tone. Samson Frary, builder of this house, was murdered by the In- 


dians. Later it was a Revolutionary tavern. 


This house in the immaculate mill town of Slatersville, R. 1. boasts an unconventional curiosity 
among doorways. With a gay disdain for precedent, its pilasters have been pierced with side 
lights (lower left). The doorway on the precise corner of the house is in Plymouth, Mass. 
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This engaging old farmhouse in Northford, Conn. has a highly original doorway with broad 
panels instead of pilasters, and a leaded transom light. The basket by the door is an unmistakable 
bit of Connecticut atmosphere. (below right) One of Nantucket’s suave, well carved doorways. 


er 


at im ine ~ Sea Sue z SS Se= 


The unassuming doorway which nestles under the cornices of countless New England cottages 
is typified in this smiling facade at East Windsor, Conn.. (below left) A beguiling example, with 
room for transom lights, in Bristol, R. 1. (be/ow right ) From Nobscot Cottage, South Sudbury, 
Mass. 
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The “typical” Cape Cod doorway is hard to define, but the one above in Duxbury, Mass., framed 


in sparkling white shingles, comes close to it. Below are two Cape Cod doorways, one with un- 
usual half pilasters from Wellfleet and the other, with lights in the door panels, from Dennis. 


The door on the old family woodshed has more atmosphere than architectural style, and it will 
bring back nostalgic memories to many a one-time country boy. This is at Bedford, Mass. 


eee 


spe 
a a ACL 


AD 


aeiameaoualsbaoeteiee sain Co eee 


! 
; 
3 
ty 
i 


Sse 


Pe tg alpen hina pnp kind imepa 


The flat cornice doorway broadens out, framing a double door. This handsome example, with 
pedestalled pilasters and a rich cornice, is decidedly Jacobean in character. It is from the William 
Cullen Bryant House (built 1739) in Great Barrington, Mass. Here the poet was married and 


lived for many years. 
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The distinguished Storrs Parsonage on the broad green in Longmeadow, Mass. has an unusual 
elongated doorway with six transom lights, a central break in the entablature and round-headed 
panels in the pedestals. (Jower right ) A restrained example with side lights and wide architrave 
at Gloucester, Mass. 
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Old Connecticut inns, such as the overhanging, red-and-white “ Sun Tavern” (1732) in North- 
ford, Conn. were often embellished with fine double doorways. (/ower /eft) A solid, broad-pi- 
lastered type in Enfield, Conn. (/ower right) Rounded transom lights make their appearance, 
Northford, Conn. 
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in South Glastonbury, whose doorway is broad and classic. (below deft) Pilasters of great deli- 
cacy lend verticality to this doorway in Topsham, Maine. (below right) A perfeé&t Nantucket 
doorway with transom and side lights framed in four graceful pilasters. 
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Among the many distinguished mansions on shaded Front Street in Exeter, N. H. is this smil- 
ing, hip-roofed veteran whose broad doorway ( below left) is the soul of hospitality. 


(below right) A typical “ off-center” Nantucket facade with weathered shingles, white trim and 
doorway approached by railed steps. 
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The grandeur and formality of the Salem of the great merchant days is reflected in the Ropes 
Mansion (1719), whose flat Ionic doorway shows dignified restraint, and whose fenceposts 
were carved from a design by Samuel McIntire. 


This pilastered doorway and its Palladian window in Castleton, Vermont have great charm, 
despite the eccentric muntins in the side lights. The whole thing is quite Adamesque in feeling, 
particularly the delicately festooned cornices. The house dates from about 1810. 
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The simple console-and-cornice doorway of the Vassall-Craigie-Longfellow House (1759), on 
the old Tory Row of Cambridge, Mass., is dwarfed by the architectural splendor of the house 
and its historic past. General Washington made this house his headquarters during much of 
the Revolution. It was the home of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow from 1837 until his death 2 
in 1882. 
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The flat corniced portico supported by columns is distinétly a Georgian feature. Salem is the 
supreme New England setting for doorways of this formal pattern, which seem to reflect the 
opulence of Salem’s 1gth century clipper-ship owners and merchants, Superb craftsmen and 
woodcarvers, many of them ship’s carpenters, were then available, and superlative detail is the 
result. This is the Phillips House, on Chestnut Street, Salem. 
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Deep portico on Flint Street, Salem 


Jeremiah Mason House 
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This delicate Corinthian interpretation, sparkling white against the weathered brick and pre- 
ceded by graceful gateposts, is on the Baldwin-Lyman House (1818), in Salem. The shallow 
projection and delicate balustrade are sophisticated signs in keeping with the period. 
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The Cook-Oliver House in Salem, begun by Samuel Mcintire in 1804, shows the great archi- 
tect at his best in the free handling of the classic orders. The elaborate gateposts were bought, 
at McIntire’s suggestion, from the ill-fated Elias Hasket Derby mansion. 


The porch of 
Hamilton Hall 
(1805), Salem 
shows Samuel 
McIntire in a 
more formal, 
civic mood. 


The Assembly Hall(1782) in Salem is McIntire in another vein. This formal, Ionic-pilastered 
building was erected for public assemblies. The porch, richly ornamented with festoons of 
grapes, is a later addition. Lafayette was entertained here in 1784, and Washington danced here 
at a ball given in his honor in 1789. The Assembly Hall now is a private dwelling. 
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A Greek Doric adaptation in Nantucket, Mass. An imposing elaboration, Pickering House, Salem 


VARIATIONS OF THE FLAT CORNICED PORTICO 


A modern continuance of the Salem tradition The Summer School of Music, Concord, Mass. 
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Washington Square in Salem is lined with imposing three-story brick mansions from the early 
r9th century, and each is adorned with a classic portico. (below Jeft.) The original doorway of 
the Public Library (1809) in Portsmouth, N. H., Charles Bulfinch, archite&t. (below right) The 
portico of the Hallet House, Nantucket. 
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One of the most gracious and unique of all New England doorways is on the stately Nichols- 
Sortwell House (1807) in Wiscasset, Maine. The broken portico, slightly bowed and supported 
by exquisite Corinthian columns, is unmatched. Noteworthy also is the delicate fanlight, framed 
ina band of reeded ornament. 


SAAR baat 


V\\ 


| 


+ 


we 
a 


The manner in which creative carvers stretched out the classic orders to conform to their wood- 
en material is well illustrated in this highly individual Doric portico in Portsmouth, N. H. 
Panels in the door and cornice have been picked out in soft greenish grey and white paint. 
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Boston’s Beacon Hill is another stronghold of the portico. The above shimmering example 
from Chestnut Street has a fanlight, side lights and door panelling of great delicacy. 


The dignity of Beacon Street at its best is expressed in the handsome Ionic portico of the Wads- 
worth House, ( opposite), known as the third Harrison Gray Otis House, built in 1807 and de- 
signed by Charles Bulfinch. The ironwork of the balustrade is very characteristic. 
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An entirely different type of doorway, showing a strong Dutch influence, is the hooded en- 
trance. This one shelters the double door of the Pardee-Morris House in New Haven. This 
house, a fine example of stone-end construction, was partially burned by the British in 1779- 
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This low, inviting porch, with stubby columns and hospitable side benches, welcomes thou- 
sands of visitors annually. It is the main entrance to Longfellow’s Wayside Inn at South Sud- 
bury, Mass. 
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The Wayside Inn dates from 1686, but the porch is a much later addition. This memorable 


building was opened and operated as a stagecoach inn by Samuel Howe and his descendants 
for 174 years. Under its present owner, Henry Ford, it still serves as a hostelry. 
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Cast iron ornament can be terrific or it can be as pleasant to contemplate as this portico on a 
Colonial house in Manchester, Vermont. The effects of silhouette and shadow afforded by this 
graceful pattern, painted a shimmering white, show the possibilities of a much-abused material. 3 
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The trellis is another dangerous and often misused medium which, if well designed, can lend 
a vast amount of life and gaiety to a small house. This Cape Cod trellised portico is essentially 
cheerful, especially when its rambler roses are in bloom. In Sandwich, Mass. 
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THE PEDIMENT crowns countless doorways in New England. It is a fundamental change 

from the flat cornice form, and results in varied doorway designs. Some of these are Stiff and 

formal; some are as inviting and as unceremonious as this vine-Strewn example in that treasury 
I of old doorways, Deerfield, Mass. 
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Clark-Morgan House in Salem. The pilasters have a subtle entasis, and the wide shutter is use- 
ful in hot weather. 


Finely proportioned pediment, Concord, Mass. 


The Tobias Lear House (1740), Poremorh: N. H. 
FOUR VARIED EXAMPLES OF THE PEDIMENTED DOORWAY 
Plentiful dentils, transom of old glass, Duxbury, 


Wide pilasters and pulvinated architrave, Marblehead, 
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The Sawyer House(1750) irl Merrimac, Mass., with its clapboarded facade and shingled sides 
rigorously unpainted, has a noble doorway (below right) whose poise is only slightly upset by a 
spindly electric fixture. (below /eft ) Formal triglyphs and a fine wrought iron rajling distinguish 
the “ Lafayette” House in Marblehead, Mass. 
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A tremendous tree dwarfs the red- ite white Simon Cotton House (1735) i in Coenen 
Mass. Its doorway (ower right) with its transom and fragile pediment, is flanked by two white 
benches. (/ower /eft) An old type of Connecticut Valley doorway in East Windsor, Conn. The 
wide cornice is accentuated bya central break, and eight-petalled rosettes blossom-in the neck- 
ing of the pilasters. 
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The finely proportioned facade of the Church of the First Religious Society in Newburyport 


ES _msatoaaary 


| 


Near pr em ASS LEAL EVANS OSA Ti TMA NP SETAE TT RA RAE ABE 


1801) reveals two excellent types of church doorways. The building closely resembles Samuel 


MclIntire’s famed Old South Church in Salem, destroyed by fire in 1903. 
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2a 
The builder of the Briard-Dwight House (c. 1800) in Portsmouth, N. H. has evolved an entirely 


original doorway in which the pediment is pierced by a semi-circular fanlight and supported by 
two pairs of extremely slender engaged columns. The wooden fence is another original touch. 
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A classic example with fine pilasters and pediment, good transom and panelled door, but chiefly 
interesting for historical reasons, For this is the front door of the Buckman Tavern (1690) on 
Lexington Common, the meeting place of the Minutemen in the epic dawn of April 19, 1775. 
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glass set in door panels, Kennebunk, Mz 
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“Bull’s-eye 
Old Brewster House (1690), Kingston, Mass 


Portsmouth, N. H. 
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Pedimented porch set in corner of house, Dedham, Mass. 


The fanlight is gracefully framed, 
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Deeply carved mouldings, Guilford, Conn. (1752) Masterpiece in weathered pine, Deerfield, Mass. 


EARLY CONNECTICUT VALLEY PEDIMENTS (above) AND SOPHISTICATED 2-STORY MOTIES 
The Adamesque Colonel Lewis House, Essex, Conn. Superb city ensemble, Benefit St., Providence, R. I. 


AAT TTT aR Maddy 
Be Uae | f 
ii 7 : | | | i 
a AL ul | t Fi $ 1 ] 


; 
BE 


Aa 


i 


H 


i 


a wry Te Soa 
a " 


Double 


door with 
superb 
pediment, 
Deerfield, 
Mass. 
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This unique and commodious house in Sturbridge, Mass. boasts, besides two fine doorways, 
the Strange combination of a gambrel and hip roof. (below /eft) An unsung gem in East Wind- 
sor, Conn. whose fanlight is enlivened with exquisite leaden festoons and rosettes. ( below 
right ) Traditional modern doorway in Cambridge. 


Cay 


A contemporary interpretation of the pedimented double doorway. Cambridge, Mass. 
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THE ROUNDED PEDIMENT isa less usual variation of the pediment theme. Reflected light 


from the snow illuminates this creative example on the Old Manse(1768) in Deerfield, Mass. 
The pilasters and pediment are set against an unusually wide background of wooden “‘rustica- 


tion.” 


The Short House (1733) in Newbury, Mass. is a brick-end dwelling with weathered brown 
clapboards to act as a background for its faded red doorway. Note the seven very small tran- 
som lights and the wide muntins on the windows (below left). (below right) Smiling entrance 


to the Livermore House(1735), Portsmouth, N. H. 


Modern example with restrained mouldings, New- Segmental pediment on Warner House(1718), Port 


castle, N. H. FOUR VERSIONS OF THE ROUNDED PEDIMENT mouth, N. I 


Pilasters are cut by a curious moulding, Marblehead. Somewhat flamboyant twin doorways, Portsmoutt 
Mass. N.F 
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an unrestored example of the rounded 


pediment at its best. The serenity of its proportions actually gives this doorway much of the 
dignity of a Renaissance portal. The fine panelled door has been perforated with a miscellany 


of ignoble hardware. 
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THE BROKEN PEDIMENT is a final elaboration, strongly Jacobean in feeling, which add 

much character to the pediment form. Few doorways achieve the richness of the Ebenezer Grant 
House(1757) in East Windsor, Conn., the finest of its type in Connecticut. Its cornice makes an 
abrupt rise in a reverse curve, terminating in a carved rosette. Its entablature, whose central 
break supports a panelled pedestal, is phenomenal. The door itself is elaborately panelled with 


diagonally crossed Stiles. 
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Side entrance of the Old Colony House (1739), The hospitable pineapple crowns this doorway, 


Berens VARIATIONS OF THE BROKEN PEDIMENT Newpats ae 
Broad pilasters and narrow projections, Glou- Georgian scrolled pediment on Sherburne House 


cester, Mass. (c.1725), Portsmouth 
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this beautifully carved doorway is the center of interest. There is an unusual upswing to the 
pediment and a fine richness in the door panelling. The house was built for John Sergeant, 
first missionary to the Stockbridge Indians. 


A camera Study of the white shadows on the facade of the Warham Williams House( 1750) in 


Northford, Conn. reveals the beautiful carpentry in the doorway and windows, and the delicate 
profile of the mouldings. (opposite) Entrance to the Old Hadley Farm Museum, a recent adap- 
)3, tation of the celebrated doorway on the Porter House (1713) in Hadley, Mass. 
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William 
House 
(1707), 
Deerfiel: 
Mass. 


ee ae 


Modern doorway on a clubhouse in Brunswick, Maine Judson House (1723), Stratford, Conn. 


FOUR ADAPTATIONS OF THE BROKEN PEDIMENT 


Recent doorway on Harvard buildings, Cambridge 
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A perfe& Georgian mansion, at the peak of the period, is the Wentworth-Gardner House(1760) 
in Portsmouth, N. H. Its fifteen-panelled door is framed with rich Corinthian pilasters, sur- 
mounted by a scrolled pediment and crowned with a gilded pineapple, the symbol of hospi- 
tality. The facade of the house, which is the property of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, is 
cut in blocks to resemble stone ashlar. 
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THE RECESSED DOORWAY isa practical type, providing shelter from the inclement weath- 
et. Its deep reveal lends itself to all types of cornices, pediments and arches. This pedimented 
example is from the Lindall-Gibbs-Osgood House (1773) in Salem. 
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The famous Royall House (1732) in Medford, Mass. (above) has elaborate fenestration and a 


superb, flat-cornice recessed doorway. (below left) Rounded pediment on the Col. Joseph 
Whipple House (c. 1760) in Portsmouth, N.H. (below right) A Salem doorway with deeply 


panelled reveals. 
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Chestnut Street, on Boston’s Beacon Hill, is famed for deeply-set arched doorways, useful in- 
deed in times of bad weather. A short flight of granite steps is often included in the scheme, 
and the deep reveal is panelled and painted white. 


The entrance to the County Court House (1817) in Bristol, R. I. is a combination of a porch 
with slender reeded columns and a deep panelled reveal. 


(opposite) Another recessed doorway on Beacon Hill, No. 17 Chestnut Street, has an eight- 


panelled door, flanked by side lights and preceded by four graceful columns. It dates from 
1806, and bears the unmistakable mark of Charles Bulfinch’s genius. 
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On the Salem street where Samuel McIntire lived, Summer Street, is this most engaging shel- 
tered doorway, with reeded pilasters and a festooned cornice. The semi-elliptical fanlight and 
a Dutch half-door are other original features. 
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THE PEDIMENTED PORTICO, a utilitarian form of New England doorway, flourishes in 
an infinite variety of forms. From the John Vassall House(1686) on Cambridge’s “Tory Row” 
comes this open Doric porch, somewhat primitive in detail but rich in atmosphere. 
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The enclosed portico is providential as a protection against the rigors of winter, often providing 
a double door against the elements. A simple example adorns the old gambrel-roofed Brockle- 


bank House (1670) in Georgetown, Mass. (J/ower /eft) An enclosed porch with a rounded 
pediment, in Cambridge, Mass. 
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which was probably added to the 
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well lighted with side windows 
( below right) Snowscape of the weathered porch of the Col. Asa Hooper 


double entrance portico 
832 
House, Marblehead, Mass. 
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As a part of the restoration of historic Derby Wharf in Salem, this handsome, double-pilastered 
portico has been returned to its original state. It is one of two identical entrances on a large 


three-story house designed by Samuel Mcintire, and recently restored. This is one of the rare 
McIntire houses which was allowed to disintegrate into tenements. 
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An interesting transition, Salem, Mass. Rich mouldings, miniature transom, Hingham, Mass. 
VARIATIONS OF ENCLOSED PORTICO 


Primitive porch of restored Balch House (1638), Classic detail on Boardman House(1785), Salem 
Beverly, Mass. 
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The commodious portico of the Nichols-Lee House, dating from 1660 and one of the constel- 
lations of Cambridge’s “Tory Row,” isa later addition. Its wide, nine-panelled door is flanked 
by double Doric pilasters. (Jower left) Porch of the Cooper-Austin House (1657), the oldest 
in Cambridge. 
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Another ample enclosed portico appears on the Folger Mansion in Nantucket. 

(lower left) Samuel McIntire’s finely proportioned portico with oval side windows, on the 
Hosmer-Townsend-Waters House (1795) in Salem. (/ower right) Classic portal of the Wads- 
worth House (1727) in Cambridge, for 123 years the home of Harvard presidents. 
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Restrained modern example, Nantucket, Mass. Home of Minuteman Reuben Brown,(1770), Concord, 


FOUR INTERPRETATIONS OF THE PEDIMENTED PORTICO Mass 
Front doorway, Peirce-Nichols House(1782), Salem Side portico, Peirce-Nichols House, Salem 
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, sometimes called the finest wooden house in New England, 
s genius. Its classic porches ( opposite 
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with finely chiselled detail. McIntire himself carved the beautiful gatepost urns from single 


was built in the first flush of Samuel McIntire’ 
blocks of wood. 


The Peirce-Nichols House (1 
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s classic porch in Newburyport, Mass. 
Sparkling white against a background of vine-covered brick, this doorway is rich in the atmos- 
phere of a prosperous seaport. 


The open pediment porch is a type which flourishes in southern Connecticut but is rare else- 
where in New England. This picturesque example, on the Boston Post Road near Milford, 
Conn., has an inset door crowned by a sunburst fanlight and flanked by ample 12-paned win- 
dows. The soffit of the roof is panelled. 
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This inviting hip-roofed house in Greenfield Hill, Conn. is entered through a porch whose 
open rounded pediment has decided grace. (below left) A rather Stubby but richly ornamented 
version at Kingston, Mass. fe below os ) The Bushnell House (1800), New Haven. 


A late afternoon sun lends a glow to the Caldwell House (1740) in Guilford, Conn., whose 
hewn double overhang proves its age, and whose open pediment portico (/ower right) makes 
a picture with spring flowers. (/ower /eft ) Fluted piers support the open pediment of the Samuel 
Parsons House (1770) in Wallingford, Conn. 
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Every Yale student is familiar with this old doorway at 56 Wall Street, New Haven, where 
Doric proportions have been stretched mightily to accommodate wooden form. 


Chestnut Street in Salem is a logical setting for this patrician motif. The two iri- 


7 descent doorways on the left belong to the twin Mack and Stone Houses(1814-15) on that street. 


. 


ing days 


g 
iY 9) 
Vv 
c= 
hea 
ie) 
ec 
is 
I 
Ss 
‘ze 
uv 
z2) 
ze 
Ee 
me} 
; ov 
% 
§ 
c 
Le =) 
© 
7 
&B 
pd 
© 
iow 
, 
7 << 
2 
a 
= 
aa} 
Q 
iQ 
‘ge 
< 
Z 
Z 
e) 
— 
© 
QO 
{33 
a0) 
H 


shipp 


Boston 
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Harrison Gray Otis House(1795) 
Portico plus iron railing (1802), Chestnut Street, 
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From McIntire’s Tucker-Rice House, Salem 
The richly detailed Sweat Mansion (1800), Portland, 
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It is a suave and sophisticated Samuel McIntire that one sees in the Pingree House (1810) in Sa- 
lem, his finest work in brick. The broken cornice, set off by the most sensitive of modillions 
and dentils, is supported by subtle and sinuous Corinthian columns, flanked by fluted pilasters. 


The half-ellipse enters repeatedly into New England doorways, so much so that these last pages 
have been given over to a blanket classification of such examples. The shining exhibit above 
lends great distinction to an otherwise simple cottage in Thomaston, Maine. 


Local historians credit the Macy House (above) with having the finest doorway in Nantucket. 
Its shuttered side lights and white railing are the very essence of the island. (be/ow /eft ) Decora- 
tive pilasters and a reeded frame mark this Providence example. (below right) Strong maritime 
flavor is scented in this Nantucket doorway. A gilt eagle brightens the top shutter. 
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This doorway in Greenfield Hill, Conn. seems conventional at first sight, until one observes 
the fluted urns, the dainty design of the side lights and other highly creative touches 


The doorway of one of New England’s noblest estates, the Pierce Mansion (1799) in Ports- 
mouth, N. H., has the earmarks of Bulfinch’s genius, though proof of the faét is lacking. The 


fine panelling in the mahogany door and the graceful fanlight surrounded by reeded trim both 
look like his work. 


This unique semi-circular doorway is found on the unsung Chapin House(1797)in Brookfield, 
Mass. Few fanlights have the scale and complexity of this one. Note the heavy keystone. 


There is charm and simplicity in the comfortable width of this doorway in Chelmsford, Mass. 
The leaves of the semi-elliptical shutter are unusually wide. 
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Side door of Samuel Fowler House, Danversport, Mass. Front door of Samuel Fowler House (1809) 
FOUR BRICK ARCHED DOORWAYS 


Double arched doorway of Larkin-Rice House(1815), Doorway in Newburyport, Mass. 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
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A distin variation in the semi-circular doorway theme is found in the wide open porticos of 
No. 55 Beacon Street, Boston, built in 1807 and attributed to Charles Bulfinch. - 

(lower left) Another Beacon Street elaboration and (lower right) a chaste example around the 
corner on CheStnut Street. 
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Exquisite carved sunburst ornament adorns the reeded pilasters and frieze of this city doorway 


on Benefit Street, Providence. 
(opposite ) The crowning richness is found in the Samuel Arnold House (¢. 1803) in Weymouth, 


Mass. Here almost every ornamental feature has been combined in one magnificent doorway. 10 
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